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CONPIDENTIAL MAPUTO 0243 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SWEL, SREP, UNSC, BC 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF UNHCR VISIT TO ZIMBABWEAN REPUGEE CAMPS 

1 . IN MARCH 1 1 CONVERSATION LOCAL UNHCR REP. SERGIO DE MELO TOLD 
EMBOPP THAT GPRM HAD NOT YET APPROVED MONTH-OLD UNHCR REQUEST TO 
VISIT THREE ZIMBABWEAN REPUGEE CAMPS IN MOZAMBIQUE. HOWEVER, 
POLLOWING MARCH 9 CONVERSATION WITH ACTING POREIGN MINISTER 
ARMANDO PANGUENE, DE MELO SAID HE IS OPTIMISTIC THAT GPRM WILL 
APPROVE VISIT TO CAMPS POR EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

2. POR DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION, EMBASSY HAS PORMALLY REQUESTED 
GPRM TO ALLOW EMBOFP TO VISIT REPUGEE CAMPS IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
UNHCR TRIP OR AT SOME OTHER EARLY DATE. GOVERNMENT HAS 

NOT YET RESPONDED TO REQUEST. 

3. COMMENT: CONTINUING INABILITY OP UNHCR OPFICIALS TO VISIT 
LOCAL ZIMBABWEAN REPUGEE CAMPS IS REFLECTION OP PROBLEMS OP 
DOING BUSINESS IN MOZAMBIQUE AND UNDERSCORES DIFPICULTIES IN 
OBTAINING RELIABLE AND CURRENT PACTS REGARDING ZIMBABWEAN 
REFUGEES HERE. 

DE PRF.F. 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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